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SUNDAY, MAY 5§,
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CHOIR

Yearly Contracts of All Noted Singers in All Noted Churches
Become Operative the First May Sunday—An Army of
25,000 Men and Women in Gregter New York and
Suburbs Earn Salaries Interpreting Sacred Music

pervision of |church with orchestra and double organ. |

ROM time
Sunday in May has been mov-
ing day in choirdom. All yearly
contracts for services are oper-

ative on that date and all engage-
ments are reckoned from
May day In the unwritten history of
metropolitan church choirs there is a

story to the effect that years Ago one |

of New York's church congregations

built & new edifice and moved in on the |

first Sunday in May. To make the change
a8 complete as possible the music com-
mittee engaged & new choir. The old
singers applied for positions in a rival
church end were enguged.
grogations followed suit and soon it he-
came the established customn to make
all changes in the choir lofts on “the
Church May day.”

It has been recently estimated by one
who had every opportunity of knowing

and who had no possible reason for ex- |

aggeration that in Greater New York
and the surrounding suburbs there is
an arimy of nearly if not quite 25,000 per-
sons who provide a pert at least of their
living expenses out of what they bring
into the family exchequer by the use of
their musical talents once a week at
public worship in church or temple. A
large proportion of these 25,000 persons
look forward to this May day renewal
or lapse of their yearly incomes with
respective joy or dread. 1t means expan-
sion or ourtailment to all--to some an
extra glimpse & the opera or a few more

immemorial the first | institutions under the wsu

this Sunday

Other om- |

—— e e ——

OM'S ANNUAL MOVING TAKES PLACE TO-DA

the Cathedral. On these occasions the | The pidce de résistance for this year's |

organ is supplemented by a full orchestra
of strings, wood winds and brasses
The Cathedral has alway= been the home
of brilliant musical rervices, Up to the
time of the Papal request in 1004 that
women voices should not be heard in the
church, both the quartet and chorus
were famous. Katherine Hilke was so-
prano soloist for many years, and before
she went to Europe to study for the oper-
atic stage Olive Fremstad was the solo
contralto. The chancel choir of sixty
hoya--drilled by M. Ungerer and under
hig direction for eleven years—adds
much to the effectiveness of the service,
Especially has this been true since the
elevation of his Excellency the former
Archbishop Farley to the Cardinalate.
St. Bartholomew's choir, called the
highest priced choir in the United States,
i» mourning for its loat tenor, Mr.Lambert
Murphy, who has succumbed to the lure
of the Metropolitan Opera House stage.
Mr. Murphy was a Springfield boy and had
sung in Massachusetts in various capaci-
ties and positions before he came to New
York and immediately won for himself
a place among the best church tenors.
His position has not yet been filled. In

order to guard against any further Josses |

in the ranks of this unique band of
vocalists the church has retained the
other members of the quartet with new
contracts, adding to the annual check
of the soprano soloist, Misa Grace Kerns,

suppers--to othora existence or want or | several hundred dollars and thus making

Idna
Syoth

new .‘)orwa.no Soloist. at
West Presbyterian Church

worse, Two million and a half dollars
are paid them—or the more fortunate
others—for thi< musical servica

On this first Sunday of May, 1012, there
will be more than the usazil nunber of
changes—sopranos and tenors asking
for more solos and mora salury, con-

traltos and barytones looking for Ie-m‘

work and longer vacations and
mittess demanding the impossible, and
getting it.  Every vear the market seoems
to ba controlled by som» particalar want;
this year the want is tenors. The ma-
jority of changes recodsd  his been
made by tenors A few weeks ago
Edward Strong, tenor of the quaertet
&' the Fifth Avenus Prasbyceriay Church,
resigned his position to go West, S5 far
the position has not besn filled.  Mr,
Theodora Vaa Yorx, wio for th: pas:
six years has bhaeen singing the tenor
solos at St. Thomas's Church, recently
found that his pupils needed him more
and more and requested Mr. Macfarlane

coms-

to find some one elsa to fill his place
Fortunately for both the church and
Mr. Macfarlane Reed Miller was

available and was promptly secured for
the plac:., Mr. Miller has been at the
Rrick Presbyterian Church for five vears

His place has been filled by Charles
Harrison

Mr. Miller will find ideal surround-
ings at St. Thomas's. As choirmaster

William C. Macfarlane has fultilled all
propnecies made for him by his friends
when he took charge of the choir twelve
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Miss.Mildred Pot

"her the highest priced church soloist in
| the city. Content with nothing but the
| best St Bartholomew's has always had
goodh music. A quarter of a century ago,
! when Carl Walter was the organist and Ella
| Karle, Hattie Clapper, Theodore Toedt
'and Franz Remmertz comprised the solo
quartet, the music was admirably sung
| by the then baest ohtainable voices. Then
came Richard Henry Warren, who aug-

mented the choir with a chorus and!

finally convinced the trustees of the

|I'nr the orchestra was on the ill

Church of the Divine Paternity

| service is to be the Silar mass in C, given

in America for the first time with full|
orchestral accompaniment, The score |

fated i

]

Grace

ter mew C(ontralto

years ago. Bt. Thomar's has long been | church that they neaded a surpliced body
noted for ita music. The ediflce, which | of singers.
was destroyed by fire in August, 1005, i developed the present efficient half hun-
was opened for worship in October, 1870. | dred voices, many of whom are as well
I'or thirty years the musio was under the | paid as soloists in other churches and
direction of Dr. George William Warren. all loyal to the work demanded, th
During this period the choir was com- | rehearsals a week and elaborate services
posed of quartet and chorus- forty | Mr. Arthur S. Hyde, the present choir-
mixed voices, The music was a fsamrelrngmpr and organist, is carrying the
of New York life. Not to have heard'drilling of the cholr to still further per-
Marie Gramm, Emily Winant and Dr | fection. His Sunday afternoon services,
C'arl Martin or the strumming of the harp | with an entire cantata or short oratorio
during the singing; of Dr. Warren's hymus | for the anthem, have served to fill the
was considered a lost opportunity for  church to more than completion. The
out of town visitors.  With the resigna- unaccompanied carols last Christmas Day
tion of Dr. Warren came a new boy choir, ' will be remembered for a long time to
which has upheld the reputation of the come. Mrs. Jones will remain as solo
old, and has become noted as one of the | pontralto and Mr. Arthur Weld as basso
foremost hoy choirs of the country. Mr, Harp and violin add to the effectiveness
Macfarlane has seventy voices at his |of the accompaniments of the double
command - boys and men. Master Gus- | organ, expecially in the more modern
tav Stahl, soprano soloist for the coming | works with which the pProgrammes are
year, has already found a place for him- i filled.

palf in the h'-;-lm of the St Thomas | pown at O1d Trinity Dr. Victor Baier
:mr:u\l;mrlu-rn 5 h\‘-' liltlu;l; H.:r.plnm'f “:'“f.li"’l“"""""‘ to-day his forty-first year of
w Master Fdware ausberg  of 148! work in the church. In 1871 he came
year to Mr. Meesiter an a boy soloist, in 1883

Celebrates 20th Anniversary. he was made nssistant organist that in,

On the other side of the avenue at St | played upon the organ in the loft at the
Patrick's Cathedral Choirmaster J ¢ lrur of the church--a position ha held
Ungerer celeliratos his twentieth anni- | until the resignation of Mr. Messiter in
versary to-day, with his perfected male | 1887, when he took entire charge of the
voice choir of ten solo voices, The newly | choir. This gives to the doctor the rec
completed list m as follows: 0. A l"mnm}f\fd for the longest continuance in one

gan, 4 O, Breil, William B McKelden, | church choir in the city. Ever since
N 8 Nilbersiein, A B Silbernagel, Gra- | Bunday moming, March 13, 1808, “0ld
ham Reed, J A FitzPatrick, William F ! Trinity™ has had continuous serviees

"

Hooly, A van Guelfen and J 0 G'Connor, | “With music Nix pounds a vear was
No finer 4 capella work 1= heard on the | paid to the first church elerk to *set and
arvennue. Masses by Rheinberger, Peorosi, | 8ing the psalms®  there was no organ

Ader, Ebner  unfamiliar to the average | 'n the church until 17401 Four organs
Aolr kinger are favorites of Mr Un. have been used in the shurch mince the
gerer, who has made o study of the guaint | irst was built by John Clemm and played

by his son, the present one having heen
it in by Chonrmaster Hodges in 18548
It in to-day one of the finest of inkiry-
| manta.  Am usual, on Ascension Day Dr,
thwr will give a special service in the

and the unusual Ol spesciil occssions,
high days and festivals, the choir ia aug
mented by the addition of extra men and
eventy-hve hovs, selected  from  the
muke of | singers [rom the varibus

e

From his work has been |

Titanie. But fortunately Dr. Baier has
some of the parts and is arranging a full
score for an orchestra of forty-one picces,
harp and two organs, and promises it
for the Ascension Day celebration, on May
26 -"Trinity’s birthduy. Boy voices were
introxluced into ‘I'rinity's choir as early
a8 1844, but there were “women soloists”

up to 1839 Since then, however, the
{boys have reigned suprema, For |his
special serviee on  Ascension Day Dr,

| Baier announces some new soloista among
| his boys

Elaborate Evening Service Music.

When the West Presbyterian Church
moved up to the West Side and joined
with the Park Presbyterian the choir
iramalnni intact. The tenor, William
| H. Reiger, is still in the choir loft, having
| seen continuous service with the choir
| 8ince the dave of Clementine de Vere,
| who sang with him under the preaching
tof Dr. Paxton. To-day a new soprano
(comes to the choir in the person of Miss
| Bertha Kinzel.  MisslKinzel is a 8t. Joe,
| Missouri, girl. She has hoon in Boston
}[ur the last few years, singing with the
Boston Symphony Orchestra and with
im'urly all the oratorio societies of the
East. Her last church position was solo
soprano at the Henry Rogers Memorial
Church. At the West Park she takes the
place of Miss Anna Case (one of the new
sopranos at  the  Metropolitan  Opera
Houser, who goes ta the Church of the
Pilgrims in Brooklyn, Mrs. Etta Burgess
Nobbes, contralto, and Mr. Frederick
Gunther, basso, remain in their old posi-
tions, Arthur Rose, organist and choir-
maater, celebhrates  his  twenty-second
yvear at this church this evening., The
mugic at the evening service is usually
elaborate, Selections from some oratorio
| are sung on the st Sunday of the month
Last  Sunday evening  selections  from
Mendelssohn’s “Elijah" were given

The Church of the Pilgrims, 1o which
Miss Case goes to-day, is one of the best
paying of the Brooklyn charches Al
fred Y. Cornell has beonoan chargo of the
music here for the st two vears Hao
retaing with him Paul Dufault, tenor
who has sung in this church for fourteen
consecutive vears and  Clifford  Cairns,
The contrnito position has nat yet
been Hlled and me v not be unnl fall, D he
work done by tnese voung beillhant volees
will doubtloss continue 1o plense the
music lovers of the congregiation, of which
| there are many,

Frpssn

Tass Maud
Norjan.
Harpist,

hurch

M1ss Grace Kevns,

5t Dartholomew's

Maiss

l

Grace.

Floyd Scott Neely Jm, Chour Doy at
hurch

—

Pertha ¥inzel mew
Soprano, West Park

Pt'osb_yce rLa

n Church

Brewer celebrates this thirty-third year

at this church this morning, The chorus |

of thirty-five voices does excellent work.
This is the church where Dr. Cuyler
preached for so many years.

Among the other important changes

Old St. Mark's “in the Bouerie™ will
suffer a losa to-day in the absence of its
old choir lpader, J. C. Mempsey., Jack
Dempsey, one of the most popular choir
leaders in New York, has resigned nft.or'[
twent'y-one consecutive years of what!
his friends call *hard labor.” Mr. Demp-
sey's baton is as long if not so pointed
as that used by Herr NiRisch at his recent
concerta in Carnegio Hall. At every
weekly rehearsal and at every Sunday
servieo for 1,002 weeks, without a single
break on acoount of rickness or nu,v'

other adversity, this baton has waved | cided to go abroad to further his work in |

over the leader's desk in the front of the
organ loft, a desk, by the way, nearly |
as large as that made for Conductog)
Hertz at the Metropolitan for the manu- |
keript of *Mona," and at every service |
the bass voice of the leader has been
heard in hymn and anthem. As Mr.
Dempsey tendered his resignation the
new rector was heard to say: “You have |
been rector of this church for over twenty
vears. Now perhaps the real rector
may be permitted to exercise his func-
tions, 1 congratulate you upon your
popularity.” The organist, Willis Alling,
remaing, as do the other members of the
present choir. Misa Curtis, on tour with
the Russinn Symphony Orcheatra, in the
golo soprano, and Miss Charlotte 8t. John
Elliott is taking her place while she s
away.  The choir numbers thirty,

At the Madison Avenue Baptist Church

!

a new tenor comes from the Lafayette
Avenue Preshyterian Chureh of Brook-
Iyn, Thomas Morgan Phillips, HBruno |
Huhn, organist, remains with the choir
a2 it stood last vear with this exeeption.
M, Florence Haight s the soprano,
Mrs Morrell Aloock the contralto and
Lyman Clary the hasso,

Fotillthe vasaney made by the departure
of Me, Phillips Jdohn Hyatt Rrewer, organ-
st af the lafayette Avenue Preshvierian
Chureh, has engaged Emory Randoiph, a
new tenor of pronase.  The other solo
volwees in this choi
Tudor, soprano; Miss Mary Jordan,
tralto, and Edwin (). Swain, hasso,

are Miss Flizabeth
farr.
Mr.,

resignation of A, G. HRobyn,
for years has been connected with t
Tompkins AvenueCongregational Church
Mr. Robyn resigned last week, giving as
his reason his desire to devote his entire
time to the operas and opera comiques
upon which he is at work. His place was
tendered to William (. Hammond, who
has just closed his ninth year as organist
of the First Reformed Church, S8eventh
avenue and Carroll street, but Mr. Ham-
mond declined the offer as he had de-

operatic composition. He goes to ltaly,
taking his wife, former contralto soloist
at the Tompkins Avenue church.

At the Unitarian Church of the Baviour,
Brooklyn Heights, an entirely new choir
will sing to-day. The organist is William
K. Kraft, from 8t. John's Episcopal
Church, Yonkers; the soprano, Mrs.
Bessie Clark Branion; the contralto, Miss
Marguerite Dunlap; the tenor, G. S.
Tomlin, and the basso, Francis Rogers,
one of New York's best known concert
singers, und who has been heard at the
Uathedral of St. John the Divine with
great  pleasure for the past two vears,

For the West End Presbyterian Church
105th street and Amsterdamn avenue
Charles B. Hawley has been engaged as
organist and choirmaster. Mr Hawley
takes with him three of the members of
his choir from the Madison Avenue Metho-
dist Church. Miss Edna Smith, his so-
prano, is one of the highest priced soloists
in the city; Bechtel Alcack, his tenor, is a
rival of the better known concert tenom;
and his basso, Willinm Tucker, is as pleas-
ing in concert as in choir work.  ‘The con-
tralto, Mm. Lillian Brown, remains from
the former régime,  As Dr. Keigwin, the
pastor of the West End church, preached
to 2000 peraons at sach serviee the now
choir will have the opportunity of speedily
making as many friends in their new nuu:-
roundings as they left in the old

The big vested choir of ninety at the
Calvary Maoihodist Episcopal  Church,

&t 129th street and Seventh avenue, will 18 feature that will be found elsewhere

in Brooklyn churches is that made by the
who
he

Chovr oy Chapel
of St. Cornelius
the
Centuriwon

atl Governor's
Island which

sanA at- General )
Irede rick Dent Grants

Funeral

’llko on & new lease of life with the new
| choir of soloists which will be added to-

{day by the organist, A. E. Patterson.'

Miss May Gawans, the cortralto, comes
i from the Church of the Disciples, Eighty-
| first street and Central Park West; George
| W. Ballard, the tenor, end J. D. Thomas,
basso, are also newcomers; the soprano,
Mrs. Mildred Graham Reardon, is the only
soloist who was with the old choir

The Central Congregational Church of
! Brooklyn, where Dr. 8. Parkes Cadman
ipraachm. will start the new year to-day
; with this choir: Organist, Frederick Prea-
|ton; soprano, Mrs. Shannah Cummings
| Jones; contralto, Miss India Waelchli;
{tenor, Arthur 8. Clough; and basso, A
| Duncan Cornwall. Mr. Preston will con-
duct a chorus of fifty voices.

At the Madison Avenue Reformed
Church, better known as Dr. Kittredge's,
although Dr. Kittredge is now pastor
emeritus, all of the choir have left but the
organist and basso. Mrs. Lucy Marsh
QGordon, soprano; Mrs. Marion Vanduyn,
contralto, and Mr. John 8. Macdonald,
tenor, have sought church work else-
where. Their places will not be filled
until the fall. Charles A, Baker, or-
|gnninl. and George A. Fleming, basso,
remain,

l}

| At the two principal synagogues in

IManhnnnn. Temple Beth-El, at Seventy-

-

on Manhattan Island. Three of the in.
strumental body are members of (ha
| New York Philharmonie Society Messrs
|Hm'lll and Burke, viclins, und Mr. Ka.
| varik, viola, Carl Beyer is the doubla
bass The remainder of the band um
not #o noted, but they are ull paid pro.
| fessionals and all members of “St. Mury'y
| Choir.” In the orchestrn ure eight strings,
four wood winds and four briasses, he.
sides the kettle drums that used tostartle
| the churchgoers when first introduced hy
Dr. Prentice.
I Dr. Gerrit Smith will begin the new
' wear to-day with his new surplicad choir
‘ in the new South Church at Eighty-fifth
street and Park avenue.  This new edifics
has probably the finest room for music
among the churches in greater New York,
Seventy feet in height, narrow and long,
with walls and roof of stone and floor of
tiles, the church makes an ideal audi.
torinm  especially for the choral work
to which Dr. Smith will in large measure
confine his choir. For to-day his choir
will number but thirty voices, [atep
these will be added to until the full fifty
shall have been selected

A true type of the church militant is
| the chapel of 8t. Cornelius the Centurion
lon CGovernors Island. Ever since the
island was fortitied in 1778 there hax heen
some kind of a chapel attached to it.
When in 1888 the island ceased to he
an army post for which chaplains wers
commiggioned, Trinity Church asked and
obtained permission to furnish a priest
at its own expense and has done so ever
| since, Called the “Garrison Chapel®
the services are conducted with military
precision and the choir ranks are recruited
from the men and boys available on the
island. Sergeant O'Keefe is the sexton
of the church and appears in full uniforn
with the boys in their surplices, and the
seats are filled with the officers and moen
in full military  uniforms. The last
publie service of the choir was the sing.
ing at the funeral of Gen. Frederick Dent
(Grant. Among the boys in the choir

i’
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Muss

Elsie Daves

L2 #Z new Joprand
~at Temple

Emmanutti

=

sixth atreet and Temple Emanu-El
Forty-third street,
various services on Friday, SBaturday and
Sunday will remain practically the same.
At the Temple Beth-El the cantor, the
Rev. Bernhard Steinberg, has been en-
gaged for a concert tour of Europe and
will sing in London, Berlin, Paris, Vienna,
| Rome and Jerusalem while he is awav,
At Emanu-El Miss Inez Barbour returns
for the regular services. During her
four months absence in Europa Miss

at

place,

New Soprano Comes To-day.

A new moprano comes to-day to the
Central Presbyterian Church on Fifty-
seventh street, Mrs, E. F. Sterling. The
other members of the choir are: Misn
|Ha|:-n Neihuhr, contralto; Delos Becker,
{tenor, and Andrea Sarto, busso. Harr
M. Gilbert, organist, leaves the Orgap in
the hands of his former assistant, William
T. Rutherford. This choir has the ser-
vico of the Kaltenborn String Quartet
on special occasions,

One of the most interesting choirs
in the city is that ot the Church of St.
Mury the Virgin. Forty years ago Dr.
| George Prentice fought for and guined
lan enviable place among the choirs of
 New York, presenting the most ornate
jand imposing musical service outside

Elsie Davis has been substituting in her |

lurﬂ and have been the sons of many

the choira for the | oficers stationed on the island. (o

| Leonard Wood's son Osborne, (ol All
son's son  Malcolm, Major Dickson s
[l"" boys Tracy and Abbot, Col. (‘ronk-
hite's son Alexander, have all been me: -
bers of this choir militant, which, by the
way, has one of the finest ball tearns n
llh“ surrounding counties, Capt. Arthur
Halpin, the organist and choir director,
i5 a great boy lover and has the affection
and esteamn of every one who has been
connected with the island sinee ]
appointment six vears ago.

No one instrument has augmented 118
{organ at church services with such et
Ilivvm-nu as has the harp--no harpist 1= o

well known among the city's church
| singers and cnurchgoers as Miss Mand
!.\lurgnn. who continues 1o *assist " Gieorys
! W. Helfenstein at Geace Courch. ‘Toe
| ehoir here consiscs of thirty-four hovs
| and men. The work done by this church
is much more than that of preparing th»
| wingers for their Sunday services. At the
choir house at 8% Fourth avenue there i4
!vurn't'd on a complete boys' school, to
| which the choir bovs are welcome

of the bovs live at this houso.

| Twenty
H The others are day sehoiars

| The Brick Presbyterian Church has
s organist and choir director, Claren
Dickinson, one of the strictest aof disci
Inarians. His choir is suoall iwo

) i . - cquartets and a cnorus of sistsen  bu
::}ul Ih-l:nnIl.llll'hnlu.- Ihuwh‘. Fo-day are paid, and the chorus is reorgan |
j Walter ¢ leming takes his  place, | every fall, waen oven the ofd we oo -
jearrying on the work with a faithful- | are obliged 1o sing on trial. The o

Neas born of an earnest desire to keap
‘HI Mary's in her proper niche and a
[devotion te the traditions of the choir
1o which, his predecessor gave up his

entire life Mr. Fleming's “choir® in-

oludes more than a hody of singers; the
| instrumentalista are aa much a part of

|the body musical us are the choristers,

lchanges nere are Lhe solo tenor of
tirst quarter, Charles Harrison, who !
the place of Reod Miller, and Miss Hon
Mowster, contralto of the second ua
who succesds Miss Gertrade Mo
Tie very highest standard is insi
upon in every respect. Al oriosod
presented each mouth during tie sea
those given last yoar wore Ka

['§
*;‘ﬁti_lim Oratorio® aud Handel's Mo




